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by the time appointed, and contribute as far towards
making your new inhabitant a Christian as one of that sex
can be. . . . The old fellow you are pleased to be so free
with is a very honest gentleman, though he has not your
faculty of increasing the Queen's subjects." May it not
be that we have here a veiled allusion to that incapacity
for married life, which has often been thought to be the
solution of the puzzle as to his relations with Stella, as well
as the root of his melancholy?

It has, indeed, been often suggestedl that, so far from
this explanation being possible, Vanessa, at any rate, was
Swift's mistress, and that his correspondence with her is
patient of no other meaning. Horace Walpole2 gave
a very sinister interpretation of some phrases relating to
the drinking of coffee, in Swift's letter to Vanessa of
13 July, 1722, and he has been followed by Dr. S. Lane-
Poole in an interesting essay.3 But such an interpretation
is by no means necessary. Coffee in those days was a
luxury, and Swift speaks of it as such elsewhere,4 and also
of its scarcity5 and costliness.6 Further, it was, in the
Dean's opinion, an unwholesome7 beverage, and ought
therefore to be indulged in sparingly. The Vanhomrighs'
coffee was particularly good,8 and it was Swift's habit, when
in London, to drink it at their house. And it is impossible
to suppose that the phrase " to drink coffee" had any
meaning for him in this context other than its most literal
and innocent meaning, when we find him writing to Stella:
" I sat the evening with Mrs. Vanhornrigh and drank
coffee."9 In the face of this passage it is perverse to find a
bad meaning in the phrase when used in connexion with
Hester Vanhornrigh.
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